* f | 2” 


a 


ENQUIRY 


Into the 


; nn. 


8 Spain to 0 aalur, 
Wes Ws 7." founded: on 3 
His Late Majeſty TING 1 


TO THE 


—— 


CATHOLICK Kinc: 
Together with a COP Y thercof, 


AND A 
Brief A NSWE R to the ſaid N eee 


22222 


— 1 —— CC 


W 


— 
The Second Epi rion, with Aborrrons. 
2 | | _ — 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed for R. WALKER at the White Hart 
without Teuple Bar, and fold by the Books 


{cllers of * and Weſtminſter. 1729. 
2 1 


(Price Six- pence.) 


14 43 


= 


„ Aer 


GE 1. line fox Rea read In. 8. L 8. 
T. 4 — * 1 1. J. * 4 r. tõ ei-. 


6. 1 15. dee 6p. . 20. I. 1g, in the King's Letter 
Sr e ſome Copics r. fall. Ty. ö 


* 
* . 
* 


INTRODUCTION. 


FE following Tract is, according to its Title, 
An Enquiry into the Fretenſions which the 
Spaniards (or rather, a Party among us who 'make 
themfelves Adyocates for Spain) make upon Gi- 
braltar; and upon the foot of which," as a Reaſon 
ue qua non, they ſeem to decline the Prace, at leaſt 
o nat give a pofitive Declaration, upon the Con- 
ditions laid down by the reſt of the Allies. 
It is worth obſerving, previous to examining 
their Pretenſions, the very odd and particular 
Manner in which the Spaniards have managed 
the ſame, and the Meaſures they have taken upon 
them; ſeeming not only not to value the Provo- 
king a powerful Nation (as I think we may ventuxe 
without Boaſting to call ourſelves) but to reſolve to 
try, whether that Nation could be provok*d or no: 
They have indeed made an Experiment or two, in 
which they have made themſelves the Subject of 
Europe's Jeſt, rather than of their Reſentment; and 
his Majeſty has thought fit to content himſelf with 
only repulſing them, without carrying his Reſent- 


ment on (as he was able to do) to their due Correction 
and Confuſion; it will be their Wiſdom to take 
Care they do not make one Experiment too many, 
and carry their Jeſt too far, ſince it is much eaſier 
to keepFriends than appeaſe Enemies, or reconcile 
an injur'd Nation when thoroughly pon 
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ug 
Some have blamed the Engliſh, for bearing ſo 
many Inſults from-the Spamards, when it is well 
known here how able we have been to revenge 
our own Wrongs, but more may hereafter blame 
the Spaniards, for offering ſo many Injuries to a 
Nation, which they are ſo ill able to defend them- 
ſelves againſt. | 
It muſt be confeſs'd, it looks as if the Reverſe of 
this was the Caſe, and that the Spaniards had a quite 
contrary Opinion, both of the Exgliſ Power, and 
of their own, that they really thought themſelves 
a Match for the Britiſb Nation; and that, on the 
other hand, the Crown of Great-Britain was afraid 
to break with them, | 75 
But they that think thus, muſt greatly miſtake 
the Court of Madrid, who are not ſo weak in the 
Head as that comes to, and who have too often felt 
the Inequality of Strength between their Power 
and ours, eſpecially at Sea, to have any ſuch No- 
tions. 5 | 
They know no Nation in the World is fo able 
to wound them in the moſt tender Part, vix. their 
American Intereſt, as the Britiſb; and that they 
are no Way equal to the Engliſh Naval Power in 
that Part of the World: The Spaniſb Fools are all 
dead; they are too wiſe and knowing in their own 
Affairs, to act upon ſuch a Foundation of Miſtakes 
as theſe are, | > 
It muſt be then from a Politick of another Kind, 
they muſt have ſome foreign Dependance, ſome 
auxiliar Intereſt to ſupport and encourage them; 
whether this be, as ſome would inſinuate, that they 
have atreacherousIntelligence among his Britannick 
Majeſty's Subjects, who, being ſupported by Spa- 
ih Money, and encouraged by Spaniſh Promiſes, 
may, in return, give theSpamards Hopes of making 
a Diverſion at home, or whether they 2 
the 
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the Game (often ſuggeſted) of a Defection amon 
the Allies, I ſay, be it which of theſe two it wil 
tis probable they may be diſappointed in both. 

As to the diſaffected Party at home, they muſt 
have very bad Intelligence, if they promiſe them- 
ſelves any thing on that Side; the wretched Cauſe 
of the Pretender and his Adherents is in ſuch a 
reducd Condition, that the Spanzards, if they know 
any thing of Atiairs in Britain, muſt know it is 
neither in their Power to revive 1t, or worth the 
Expence to make the Attempt; that Intereſt be- 
ing headleſs and helpleſs, and worth no Prince's 
while to eſpouſe it. 3 | 

As to their Dependance being upon the Diſſatiſ- 
faction of any of the allied Powers, it may be an- 
ſwerd thus, They found themſelves miſtaken once 
already, when they preſumed France would not 
draw the. Sword againſt them in this Quarrel; 
whereas France pouring 1n an Army upon the Fron- 
tiers of Navarre, made ſuch a Diverſion in Favour 
of the QuadrupleAlliance, as obliged the Spmniards 
to fit ſtill, and ſee all their Conqueſts wrung out 
of their Hands, and to give up Sicily to the Empe- 
ror; and what can be ſaid why it ſhould be leſs the 
Intereſt of France now, to preſerve the Balance of 
Europe, than 1t was then ? 

The Allies have all the Aſſurances on that Side, 
that France, or indeed any Nation can well give, of 
her being ſteady to all her Engagements, and ſtand- 
ing heartily by her Allies; but beſides that, it is ap- 
arent that ſhe is engaged by her Intereſt (the 
rongeſt National Bond in the World) to be ſo. 


It would be too long a Work here, to give a parti- 


cular Account how unalterably it is the Intereſt of 
France, to ſupport the Allies of the Hanover Trea- 


ty; but it is ſo known a Maxim in Europe's Poli- 
tick's, that the Greatneſs of the Houſe of Auſtria, 


and 


[ iv } 
and of the Houſe of Bourbon, can never confift to- 
gether, that I need ſpend no timè about it; the 
Hiſtories of Europe, in all Ages fince Charlemain, 
make it evident indeed that it is ſo in Fact; and 
thoſe of the Empire and France, from the 
Retgn of the Emperor Charles V. and Francis . 

1 France, give us the true Reaſon of it, namely, 
the ſeveral Pretenſions of both thoſe Nations to the 
fame Dominions, ſuch as the Milaneſe and Man- 
tuan, and other Countries in[taly, and to the Eſtates 
of the Houſe of Burgundy in the Empire, and on 
the Borders of France. C 

Theſe Countries are all now revolved upon the 
Houſe of Auſtria, ſuch was the Fate of Things in 
the late War, and none can ſay that France ooks 
on thoſe Aeceſſions of Power to the Emperor wit 
any Satisfaction, or believe that the will, on any 
fair Occaſion, fail of regaining what ſhe has loſt, 
much leſs will ſhe add to that Power which is, on 
that Account, become an uneaſy Neighbour; fo 
that while Spain is thus aggrandizing the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and acts in Concert with the Court of Vr. 
enna, ſhe can hardly ſuggeſt any Aſſiſtance from 
France, in a Step ſo inconſiſtent with the known 
Intereſt of the French Monarchy. = 
What other Dependance Spain can have, is whol- 
ty myſterious, and like to remain fo, till Time 
mall diſcover it; and I cannot but believe it is the 
Intereſt of the Allies on many Accounts to puſn 
the Diſcovery, that we may ſee (as we uſually ex- 
preſs it) who and who's together, who are Friends 
and who are Enemies ; who are for his Majeſty's 
keeping his Hold, py preſerving his Poſſeſſion of 
Gibraltar and Port-Mabone, and who are not; and 
then we ſhall no longer be at a Loſs to know what 
is next to be done, or amuſe ourſelves about nd ar 


or Peace, | , 


AN 


E NQUIRY, . 


HIS is a ſir ange Won 
4 for ee the wiſe 
Men of the Age ſeem to be 
perplexing themſelves wonderfully 
about Something .and Nothing, — 
making a — Noiſe of Words, 
to the leaſt Purpoſe imaginable, when 
at the ſame Time a little ſerious 
Debating the grand Queſtion would 
bring them all co andert one 
another preſently. 


„One Sort of Pro ple rell us, the 
Spaniards MUST gt WILL 
have Gibraltar ; while others inform 
us, that there are SOME of our 
Friends who are willing we ſhould 


4 B give 


DAS 

give it up. 1 muſt acknowledge I 
cannot reckon them among the Num- 
ber of our Friends; 1 think there is 
much more Reaſon to take them ſo, 
who are for our keeping it, efpecially. 
when I conſider what it 155 coſt Vs, 
not ſo much in the taking it ar firſt 
(for 'tHht was done happily and eaſi- 
ly enough) but in Strengthening, 
Poriifying, and keeping it when, 
(nor only in the former War, but | 
laſt Summer during a State of Peace: 
or at leaſt of Trice )' the Spaniards ſs 
vigorouſly artack'd- it, though to 6 
Fele gh. =0e OE 

That his MAJESTY has an undoub- 
ed Right to the Foſſeſſion of it; I am 
(belides my private Opinion which | 
is clear in the Caſe) confirm'd in 
the Belief of, as well from the Joint 
Addreſs of the Britiſh Parliament 
lately made publick, as from His 
N Anſwer to the ſaid Ad- 

den 


[3] 
dreſs; in both which ic is expreſsly 
call d an Undoubted Right, and that 
on the molt ſolemn Occaſions. 


. fit be His Ma jeſty” 8 al 
Right, as molt certain it is, it ſeems : 
to me as unalienable a Erich of the - 
Dominion of the Britiſh Crown as 
any other whatſoever ; and I cannot 
entertain the leaſt Suſpicion (or ſo. 
much as Suggeſtion) that his Ma jeſty 
will ſuffer any of the Rights and 
Poſſeſſions of the Britiſh Crown to 
be as it were torn away or ſnatch' d. 

from i it, while HE wears it. 


The Importance of the Place :oſelf 
to the Britiſh Nation, and to our (om- 
merce, is an Argument which ſome 


People lay ve great Streſs upon, 
and make much uſe of, on this Oc- 


caſion; and much indeed might be 
ſaid upon that Subject. But 1 3 


rather chuſe to wave that Argument 


B 2 for 


[4] 


for the preſent, and infiſt chiefly on 

its being His Majeſty's Right: I think 
the latter much firmer and more co- 
gent in the. Caſe before us; for 
were it ten- fold more important than 
it is, if it were not juſt to keep it, 


if it were not his Majeſty's Rightful 


Poſſeſſion, nay, his undoubtedRight, 


the KING is too juſt to deſire, and 


too powerful a Prince to Rand in 
Need of it. 


As in Behalf of Great Britain, it 


may be ſaid without Vanity, That 
the KING does not want any Thing 
that is not his Own; ſo it would be 


too mean a Way of Thinking, to 


imagine his Majeſty would part with 
any thing that is his undoubted Right. 
It is no Anſwer to a Creditor, when 
he Demands a juſt Debt, to ſay, 
He. does not want the Money; : ey 
body wants his own. 


Hence 


[5] 


Hence the Importance, or no Hu- 
portance of the Place is diſmiſs d the 
Diſpute, and quite out of Queſtion, 
by which alſo we at once get rid of 
the Clamour of thoſe who would 
argue, as they think very forcibly 
too, againſt parting with it, not ſo 
much for its being our Right, as 
becauſe of its vaſt Importance to our 
Commerce, 


It is true, if it was not in our 
Poſſeſſion, but that a War was to 
enſue, or not enſue for the getting 
it into our Hands, the Importance of 
the Place would militate ſtrong] 
for our obtaining it, as being in. 
nitely valuable, and worth contend- 
ing for : And” this may indeed be a 
forcible Argument on the Spaniards's' 
Side, as the Cafe now ſtands, Why 
they ſbould. if poſſible, regain it. There 
is no doubt but it is of much more 

Impor- 


[4] 


for the preſent, and infiſt chiefly on 

its being His Majeſty's Right: I think 
the latter much firmer and more co- 
gent in the Caſe before us; for 
were it ten- fold more important than 
it is, if it were not juſt to keep it, 
if it were not his Majeſty's Right ful 
Poſſeſſton, Nay, his undoubted Right, 
the KING is too juſt to deſire, and 
too powerful a Prince to ſtand in 


Need of it. 


As in Behalf of Great Britain, it 
may be ſaid without Vanity, That 
the KING does not want any Thing 


that is not his Own ; ſo it would be 


too mean a Way of Thinking, to 
imagine his Majeſty would part with 
any thing that is his undoubted Right. 
It is no Anſwer to a Creditor, when 
he Demands a juſt Debt, to ſay, 
He. does not want the Money; j every 


body wants his own. 


Hence 


l 


Hence * I mportance, or no In- 
portance of the Place is diſmiſs d the 
Diſpute, and quite out of Queſtion, 
by which alſo we at once get rid of 
the Clamour of thoſe who would 
argue, as they think very forcibly 
too, againſt parting with it, not ſo 
mach for its being our Right, as 
becauſe of its vaſt Importance to our 
Commerce, 


It is true, if it was not in our 
Poſſeſſion, but that a War was to 
enſue, or not enſue for the getting 
it into our Hands, the Importance of 
the Place would militate ſtrongl 

for our obtaining it, as being ink, 
nitely valuable, and worth contend- 
ing for: And” this may indeed be a 
forcible Argument on the Spaniardes 
Side, as the Cafe now ſtands, Why 
. they ſbould, if poſſible, regain it. There 
is no doubt but it is of much more 


Impor- 
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Importance to them to regain it, 
than it is to Vs, to maintain our 
Poſſeſſion: But what then, Thanks 
to our Stars, the Affirmative is in our 
Favour, the Po ſſeſſion is ſecur d, and 
the Place is ours; be the Import more 
or leſs, our Right is the ſame, and 
that is to be maintained, becauſe the 
King will never abandon his un- 


doubted Right. 


I might take this Occaſion to ex- 
poſtulate a little here, not with our 
Enemies ſo much as with ſome People 
who call themſelves our Friends, (that 
is, Friends to the Intereſt of Great 
Britain) and ſeem cold in the Que- 
ſtion on our Side, nor only as if they 
were indifferent whether the Britiſh 
Crown ſhould keep Poſſeſſron of Gib- 
raltar, but as if they were really 
rather for the contrary, 
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N. B. 
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N. B. Wasen ſ peak of thoſe 
People as in a publick and poli- 
tick Capacity, as 4 Nation or Bo- 
dy, though it may be true of 
them Nationally allo, for ought 1 
know; I leave that Indifferent 
for the Reader to argue as he 
ſees Cauſe; but I ſpeak of Pri- 8 
gate Perſons as they are pleas d to 
| hint. on this Subject in common 
ä Diſcourſe. 


Thoſe People l nuate their pri- 
vate judgment: againſt our poſſeſſing 
this important Fortreſs: Why ſhould 
Great Britain, ſay they, expect that 
all Europe, that is to ſay, all her Al- 
lies, ſhould engage in a War for 
continuing Us in Poſſeſſion of one 
Town, which they are not to be 
much the better for it when it is 
done? Nay, which perhaps ſome of 
them had much rather were in other 
Hands, 


181 
Hands, and that if Great Britain will 
contend for ſuch a Poſſeſſion, the 
Benefit of which is to be ſo very 
particular to themſelves, they ſhonld 4 
ſupport the _— thereof, and 2 
the like. | 1 


1 ſhoald not have mention'd ſuch F 
a private-ſpirited and ungenerous Scru- ; 
ple as this, if I had not met with 
it in Converſation upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions; wherein People have ſug- 
geſted, that even our own Allies are 
not the moſt willing People in the 
World that we ſhould enjoy this 
— Place now we have it. 1 


: 


I am willing to vindicate our Al- 
lies from this Charge, as 1 believe it 
to derogate from their Honour. And 
I do this in a particular Manner from 
the Freedom with which all the Al- 
lies came into the firſt conceding the 
Poſſeſſion to us at the Peace of 

Dtreteht, 


. 129 


QUiretcht, where I never heard that 
any of them oppoſed it. It was 
indeed a Conqueſt made by the Britiſh 
Valour, and became ours by the 
Right of the Sword, being taken 
in a fair War; and as no Objection 
can lie againſt our Poſſeſſion on 
that Side, ſo I believe from thence, 
no Force, but that 'of the Sword, 
will ever wring it out of our Hands: 
How likely that Force is to prevail, 
the fruiclels Attempts that have hi- 
therto been made upon it, ſeem to 
give us Leave to gueſs, that we 
need be in no great Pain about it. 


But, in my Opinion, there ſeems to 
be a little Secret III-nature in this 
Suggeſtion, come from what Corner 
it will; for why ſhould any of our. 
Allies ſo much as ſeem to repine at 
our Poſſeſſing a Place which Provi- 
dence, and our own Valour, threw 


into our Hands in the Right of War? 
C And 
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And which They, I mean the Allies, 


neither at that ime, nor any other 


that J heard of, laid any Claim to, 
nor ſo much as made any Pretenſions 
to a Right or Claim at the Time of 
making the Peace. I have there- 
fore Reaſon to imagine that they do 
not repine at it, or ſo much as wiſh 
ir were in any other Hands than 
our Own. oO 


As to the aber Suggeſtion, name- 
ly, That our Allies would caſt the Ex- 
pence of a Var, if ſuch ſhould hap- 
pen, upon us, becauſe made upon our 
Account, and to preſerve a Poſſeſ- 
ſion to Us which they have 20 Con- 
cern in, is indeed too ungenerous 
to ſuppoſe, and favours too much of 
a private Spirit to imagine it ſhould 
come from any of the Allies in their 
National. and Allied Capacity, and 


therefore deſerves no An wer as ſuch: 
For 


| LI . 

For what is more juſt, and what 
Stipulations more frequent, between 
any ally'd Powers, where the Allian- 
ces which are between them are of a 
publick Nature, than that if any of 
the ſaid contracted Powers are at- 
tack' d, or any way diſturbed or mo- 
leſted in the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
any of the ſtipulated Acquiſitions 
of the preceeding Wars, wherein 
they were mutually engag d, all the 
other Allies ſhall join their Forces, 
either their utmoſt Forces, or the" 1755 
merly- ſtipulated Quota's, for the De- 
fendirp the ſaid Ally, "and. for the 
Preſerving to them the Poſſeſſions 
ſo ſtipulated by their former Agrees 
ment? 


Irefer, in the particular Caſe before 
me, to the Treaties of the Grand 
Alliance, on the Foot of which the 
laſt War againſt France was carried 

Med” - on; 
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on; and to the Treaty of Peace made 
at Utrecht, by which the undoubted 
Right of Poſleſſion of Gibraltar is 
given up to the Britiſh, Crown: 

Which Treaties will anſwer all Ob- 
jections of this Kind: And I may, 
I hope, with good Reaſon conclude, 

that none of our Allies will recede 
from, or in the leaſt act contrary to, 
the Honour due to thoſe Treaties. * 


Upon the whole, I believe I may 
ſafely be allow d to "build upon. the 
Foundation of the Addreſſes of both. 
Houſes to the King, mentioned a- 
bove, and his Majeſty's Anſwer to 
them; in both which; if I under- 
ſtand them ,or may be allowed to deli- 
ver my Thou fro freely, with all poſ- 
ſible Regard to the Authority of my 
Superiors, the main and moſt eſſen- 
tial Reaſon, why the Poſſeſſion of 


Gibraltar is to be preſer d to the 
Crown 


113 
Crown of Great Britain, is laid down, 
and brought into the ſame narrow 
Compaſs which I have, namely, that 
it is his Majeſty's Undoubted Right, 
and therefore ought to. be preſervd. 
If the Poſſeſſion be his Majeſty 5 


Undoubted Right, I ſhall go no 
farther, as above hinted, for a Rea- 


ſon why it ſhould be maintained, 
and that at the utmoſt Hazard and 

Expence : For why. ſhould, any of 
his Majeſty's Rightfil Poſſe Mons, or 
Dominione, be attack d, or ſo much 
as attempted to be taken from him? 
Here I leave it as a Point granted by 
every loyal and well affected Subject 
of Great Britain: What Faction and 
Parties may introduce among us to 
the , 1 cannot anſwer for, 


But we have a New Meteor dil. 
cover'd in this Airy Syſtem, and one 


whoſe Original I cannot trace our, 
* no, 


no, not by any means; namely, 
chat che Spaniards will not make any 
Treaty of Peace with the King of 
great Britain without Gibraltar being 
reſtored ro Spain for an EQUIVA- 


q LENT. This Equivalent is an A- 
muſetnent thrown in by I know not 
what kind of Politician, any more 
than I can imagine how ſuch an ab- 
ſurd piece of Intelligence ſhould find 
its Way into the World by the DAT- 
LY COURANT; for there it ſeems 
it made its firſt and chief Appearance. 


This Phenomenon of an Equivalent 
has hitherto amuſed Hs with its Name 
only; for not one of the Writers 
who have publiſhed the ſame thing 
from, or cotemporary with the Cou- 
rant, has given the leaſt Hint by which 
we might judge what it means, or 
what we may ſuppoſe it to conſiſt of. 


By an Equivalent, it is evident, 


muſt 


(153 
muſt be underſtood ſome valuable juſt 
Conſideration to be given by the 
Spaniards, who deſire the Reſtitution 
of Gibraltar, in lieu thereof, to the. 
ENGLISH who are to part with it: 
And this, as I take it, muſt conſiſt of 
ſome Place ro be exchang'd for it, 
equally important, or ſome ſufficient, 
ſatisfactory Sum of Money to be paid 


for it. 

As to the firſt, it would be worth 
while for us to conſider, what Place 
of equal importance the Spaniards 
have to give? Upon that foot I dare 
_ affirm, that, large and extenſive as 
their Dominions are in Europe, as well 
as America, they have not one City 
or Town in their whole Government, 
to name as an equivalent for Gibraltar, 
but what has one of theſe two Dif- 
ficulties attending the Exchange, viz, 


J. That the Spaniards will not part 
with it. Or, II. 


8 
II. That the King of Great Britain 
uould not accept of it. 


* * Suppoſel ſhould name ſome Places 


that I think would be worth our while 
to accept ; ſuch as, for Inſtance, the 
Havana, Chartagena, Panama or Lima, 
in America; or its Neighbours, 
the Cities of Malaga, Cadiz, Seville 


| Barcellona, to go no farther, in Europe, 


what would the Spaniards ſay of them, 
but that you might as well ask Madrid 
or Mexico? And as for ſmall Places 
of no Importance, that would do as 
little on the other fide: So that an 
was Equivalent by way of Exchange 
may be ſuppos'd to be very impro- 


bable on both ſides. 


As to a certain Sum of Money for 
an Equivalent; we have had ſuch bad 
Luck in felling of Dunkirk, that I 
verily believe, no Miniſter of State 

ws "pf will 
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will ever come into the ke, or give 
his . Vote for the. ſelling another Town, 
after its being once annexed to the 
Britih Empire: So that they muſt 
tell us farther what they mean by this 
Equivalent, or what it is to be, before 

we can lay any more to it. 


The only Reſource nn * briends 
of Spain ſeem to have left in this 
Caſe is, a certain Letter which; they 
lay was written by A. in the Name 
of B. and ſent to C. I believe I need 
explain myſelf no farther, ſince we 
ſee daily Copies of it in MS. handed. 
about privately in Coffee - houſes and 
elſewhere from one to another; ſo 
that it is not in the main, Ay great 
SED ut ace) Hy x 


151140411 


This Letter, 1 fay, y. contain 2 
Promiſe of hn Gibraltar to the 
Kung of Spas 5 of. which. I ſhall at 


-:..D: - + preſent - 


: Firſt, That I do not 


[18] 


preſent think proper to obſerve two 
ot three Particulars, and no more. 


tend to aſ- 
ſert, chat che Paper 


* 


handed about 


the Town, though it is ſaid in 


ſome Copies to ive been written 
by the late Kine, was really fo ; 
nor indeed will I fo much 25 


think it, till I have farther Grounds 


to believe it than I yer ſee; the 


Royal Style, mn my Opinion, being 


generally quite different from it. 


Second] ly, That if it is genuine, | 4 


not think it contains a Promiſe for 
the reſtoring” Gibraltar to the King 
ol Span, any otherwiſe than as the 
Parliament of Great Britain ſnould 


regulate and adj uſt it. And 


EC 


27 Thar as the blade has 
| " ior come into it; but ſeem to 
ve (eſpecially at this Time) given 


another 


T7? 


1 
n 
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another Turn to that Affair; I can- 
not ſee any Obligations ariſing 
from the Contents of the ſaid Lei- 
ter, either upon the Sovereign, or 
the Parliament now in being, to 
make any ſuch Surrender of Gi- 
braltar to the Spaniards, as they are ! 


ſaid to expett. | 
This, I hope, I may be allowed 


to ſay without Offence on one Side 
or the other, believing that thoſe People 
who would have Us give up this va- 
luable Pledge of the EncLitn Va- 
LOUR, will find very little Advan- 
tage in their Argument, from any 
Thing to be ſcen in the following | 
Letter, 2345 


1 
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SIX, Jian. 1, 1721 | 


w = 


a [ Have learned with great Sati(- 
1 faction by the Report of my 
** Ambaſlador at your Court, that 


. * your 


My BROTHER, 


1 


20 4 

your Majeſty i is at laſt reſolved to 
remove the Obſtacles that have 
{ome time delayed the* entire Ac- 
compliſhment of our Union, fince, 

| fromthe Confidence your Ma jeſty 
expreſſes towards me, I may look 
upon the Treaties which have been 
in Queſtion between us, as re- 
| eſtabliſhed, and that accordingly 
| the Inſtruments neceſſary for the 
| © carrying on of the Trade of my 
| ** Subjects will be delivered our. 

I do no longer * Ballance to aſ- 
ſure your Majeſty of my Readi- 
neſs to ſatisfy you, with Regard 
to your Demand touching the 
Reſtitution of Gibraltar, promiſ- 
ing you to make uſe of the firſt 
Fauourable Opportunity to regu- 

late this Article with the Conſent 

of my Parliament; and, to give 


6 


— 


— 
— — 


* J. mar, pertapt, be thus. tranſlated, ] make no 
longer any Difficulty to aſſure, Qc. 


* your 


211 
[+ a full Proof of 
1 Wee have ordered 2 
F Ambaſſador, as foon as the Ne- 
*© gotiation with which he hath been 
ve charged fhall be finiſhed, to pro- 
* „ Poſe do your Majeſty new En- 
cc gagements to be enter d into in 
« Concert, and jointly with Frence, 
cc fuitable to the prefent-Conjunc- 
© ture, not only for the Strengeh- 
15 ning our Union, but alſo for 
* n the Tranquility of Ex- 
Your Majeſty: jelly may beper- 
Graded that I, on in y'Part, * will 
c ſhetwy all the Facility ima 
ce promiſing myſelf that you will 
ec do the ſame, for the mutual Be- 
c nefitof our Kingdoms; * 


ce perfectly, Oc. 


I might add to this, that had 1 this 
Pretence of a' Letter been juſt, or had 
the Contents of it imply d an Obli- 


gation 2 to reſtore this Place; 
yet 


2 
r 


2 it does not appear that it was to 
ave been done immediately; and u ich- 
out, or before any farther Treaty, con- 
certing and agreeing g of other Matters, 
(then in Debate) and which, were left 
at that Time to be more fully debated 
or propos d at the Congreſs of Miniſters 
which (as is now at Soiſſons) was then 
in the ſame Manner appointed at Cam- 
-bray. So that upon the whole Mat- 
ter I may conclude, fince the ſaid 
- Letter has been lately canvaſs d in Par- 
liament, and his "Ma jeſty addreſs'd 
. thereupon, I do nor ſee the leaſt 
Room to infer, that it makes any 
thing to the Advantage of thole, who 
wou d have it underſtood in tayour 


